
Assign unique drive letters before disaster strikes!

Imperative with any backup program is your assigning unique volume names to your hard drive
partitions. This is a "must do". If you haven't already performed this necessary chore, do it NOW.

When working from within Windows Normal Mode, drive letters are usually a non-issue.
However, when working in a recovery mode such as from a Recovery CD; or  Powerquest
DriveImage 7  boot disk;  or Acronis True Image Bootable Rescue media, then it is imperative for
you to positively identify the correct drive.

Many backup programs get drive letter assignments confused and your only drive identification is
the unique name previously assigned by you. Part of this confusion is because Windows XP allows
the user to assign their own drive letter without following any specific format.  When the user
boots into a recovery situation, the drive letters cease to be “user assigned”.  Instead, the drive
letters are assigned by the system based on its own pre-determined format.  Thus, system assigned
drive letters can become confusing. Examine my true life examples listed below.

This situation occurs most frequently when booting into a system  recovery or other maintenance
situation. If you choose the wrong restore location, you can cause yourself lots of grief.  Choose the
restore location based on your unique names--not the drive letters assigned by the backup
program.

To create your own unique drive names

  1.   Double click  My Computer icon. 2. Right Click the intended drive letter change.

  3.  Click  Properties.  4.  Add unique name to open window. (11 chars or less)

  5.  Click Apply 6.  Click OK to exit.
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